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Who	we	are	…..?



Architecture is frequently 
chosen as the profession 
for characters in the 
movies and on TV. 

Architecture is frequently chosen as the profession for characters in the movies and on TV for the 
simple reason that there is no downside to the character perception of an architect. They can be 
all the things you want your hero to be without the baggage that comes along with other vocations 
typically associated with highly intelligent people. You also can set your story however you want 
… meaning if your character is a doctor, it’s a medical show, lawyer … a legal drama, a cop, well, 
a cop show. Architects can do and be anything the writers of these shows want them to be. Even 
if Hollywood doesn’t really understand what we do, there is clearly a perception that architects are 
ethical and responsible and will endeavor to make the right decision to their own detriment.





La	professione	di	
architetto	in	Italia	nel	
2021
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Italian	architects	according	to	data	provided	by	the	orders

in	2010

100%

in	2010

105%









Proportion	of	women	among	those	qualified	as	architects,	planners,	landscape	architects	and	conservators	in	Italy





How	do	we	work?
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Is the function of 
Architects protected 
in your country?

Name of the 
country (please 

complete in bloc 
capitals)

Is the function of 
Architects protected 
in your country?

Danmark No
FINLAND No

Ireland No
NORWAY No

Sweden No
SWITZERLAND No

NETHERLANDS No
United Kingdom No

BELGIUM Yes
CYPRUS Yes

CZECH 
REPUBLIC

Yes

ESTONIA Yes
France Yes

GERMANY Yes
HUNGARY Yes

ITALY Yes
LATVIA Yes

LUXEMBOURG Yes
MALTA Yes

POLAND Yes
PORTUGAL Yes

Romania Yes
Slovakia Yes

SPAIN Yes
Austria

BULGARIA
CROATIA
GREECE

LITHUANIA
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Can only an architect 
registered on the list take 
part in public procurement 
for architectural designs?

Name of the country 
(please complete in 

bloc capitals)

Can only an architect 
registered on the list 
take part in public 
procurement for 
architectural designs?

POLAND No
Romania No
Danmark No
FINLAND No

Ireland No
LUXEMBOURG No

United Kingdom No
Sweden No

NETHERLANDS No
SWITZERLAND No

NORWAY No

SPAIN Yes
CYPRUS Yes

HUNGARY Yes
LATVIA Yes

BELGIUM Yes
GERMANY Yes

MALTA Yes
PORTUGAL Yes

Slovakia Yes
CZECH REPUBLIC Yes

ITALY Yes
ESTONIA Yes

France Yes
Austria

BULGARIA
CROATIA
GREECE
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Is the lowest price 
criterion (excluding 
quality criteria) used in 
the case of public 
procurement of 
architectural projects?

Name of the country 
(please complete in bloc 

capitals)

Is the lowest price criterion 
(excluding quality criteria) 
used in the case of public 
procurement of architectural 
projects?

FINLAND Maybe it is, but it is very rare
Ireland Maybe it is, but it is very rare

Sweden Maybe it is, but it is very rare
NETHERLANDS Maybe it is, but it is very rare

SPAIN Maybe it is, but it is very rare
BELGIUM Maybe it is, but it is very rare

GERMANY Maybe it is, but it is very rare

CZECH REPUBLIC Maybe it is, but it is very rare
Danmark No

LUXEMBOURG No
HUNGARY No

POLAND Yes
Romania Yes

United Kingdom Yes
NORWAY Yes
CYPRUS Yes

LATVIA Yes
MALTA Yes

PORTUGAL Yes
Slovakia Yes

ITALY Yes
ESTONIA Yes

France Yes
SWITZERLAND

Austria
BULGARIA

CROATIA
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Do you agree that the 
quality criterion is 
currently the main 
condition for selecting a 
bidder in the public 
procurement?

Name of the country (please complete 
in bloc capitals)

Do you agree that the quality 
criterion is currently the main 
condition for selecting a bidder in 
the public procurement?

BELGIUM Strongly agree

France Agree

LATVIA Agree

SPAIN Neutral

GERMANY Neutral

Danmark Neutral

LUXEMBOURG Neutral

CYPRUS Neutral

Slovakia Neutral

Sweden Neutral

Ireland Disagree

NETHERLANDS Disagree

NORWAY Disagree

United Kingdom Disagree

FINLAND Disagree

CZECH REPUBLIC Disagree

HUNGARY Disagree

POLAND Disagree

MALTA Disagree

ITALY Disagree

PORTUGAL Strongly disagree

Romania Strongly disagree

ESTONIA Strongly disagree

SWITZERLAND





Is	it	profitable?







Is architect is a profitable 
profession? 
Found on the internet


Now, often there is confusion on 
profitable and lucrative, especially 
amongst younger staff.

If you’re talking about compensation, 
what’s important to understand is 
HOW to make money in this 
profession. The short answer is that 
you have to rise up to the level of 
Management. Being the classic TV 
architect, doing the drawings is only 
being in the middle of a huge pack. To 
get to the real money, one has to 
manage those people. There is money 
to be made, but you’ve got to rise up 
into the top 10% of the firm to get to 
it.

To do that you’ve got to be working 
for a large firm. Most of the 
architectural firms have between 1 
and 9 people. That’s not going to get 
you anything but a job, and most 
small businesses struggle. You’re 
going to have to get into a large firm 
and rise to the top.



5 Factors Affecting Architects’ Salary:

1. Firm Size and Specialization
2. Region (As a general rule the region plays a significant factor in 
the salary range)

3. Skills and Qualifications (software, license)

4. Market Conditions 
5. Architect’s Role (from drafting position to design director)







Average	annual	income	at	constant	values
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Education
Education, education, education…. 

Without education in the profession and beyond, we will not achieve anything. 
Education must relate not only to technical issues, but also to solidarity and 
professional ethics.
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Composition	of	the	number	of	enrolled	students	per	bachelor	degree
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Please indicate 
(approximately%) how many 
architectural graduates 
complete the PPE?

Name of the country 
(please complete in 
bloc capitals)

Please indicate 
(approximately%) how 
many architectural 
graduates complete the 
PPE?

CZECH REPUBLIC 25

France 80

GERMANY 100

LATVIA 20

POLAND 30

Slovakia 60

Austria

BELGIUM

BULGARIA

CROATIA

CYPRUS

Danmark

ESTONIA

FINLAND

GREECE

HUNGARY

Ireland

ITALY

LITHUANIA

LUXEMBOURG

MALTA

NORWAY

PORTUGAL

Romania

SERBIA

SLOVENIA



The harmonization of education in Europe has made 
architects highly mobile as a profession and we use the 

same language at work.



Conclusion



Avoid the HCD 
scenario (Horse Carriage 
Drivers)
The profession of coachman was one of the most popular at the end of the 19th 
century. Newspapers wondered how to prevent large amounts of horse droppings in 
the future. In 1890 it was predicted that in 1930 there would be enough horse 
droppings in London to reach the first floor of tenement houses.

Technological progress has eliminated such transport. The expected problem never 
occurred. The profession of a Horse Carriage Driver has disappeared.

Architects pushed out of services by engineers also we have to do our 
homework and think about the future of the profession. We need to define our 
place and tasks in a changing world.  
Let us prove that we are socially needed.
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NCL 
New Communication 
Language
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As architects, we work hard to satisfy the Investor. Our wages often do not 
coincide with the time and energy we devote to the project. Then the Investor 
starts the optimization of the project and its commercialization. People who do 
this earn more than architects. This is because they can explain to the Investor 
what benefits their work will bring him. They speak a different language than 
architects.

As architects, we understand each other very well, but we cannot convince 
others that we are right. In an age of a cultural revolution like the New 
Bauhaus, we need to develop a new language of communication.



Who	we	are	…..?



We	are	champions,		
of	course....



Architects’ Council of Europe
Council des Architectes d’Europe

Rue Paul Emile Janson, 29
B–1050 Brussels
+32 2 543 11 40
info@ace-cae.eu
ace-cae.eu

Thank you for your attention!
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